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Reading at home  

We all know that reading at home everyday to and with our children makes a massive difference but I 
also know, as a mum, it comes with it’s challenges. I thought I would  share some of our / my top tips:  

• Read a combination of school reading books and other texts. My children love a magazine, or a 
story on you tube they can read along too. We always read the book from school as this is 
pitched at the right phonics level but not every day.  

• Try to build a reading routine - mine is before bed but sometimes if I’m too tired or if they are 
we do it straight away before tea to try and make it more manageable. I’ve also tried in the 
morning once they are dressed as they seem more alert then! 

• Phonics play games are good to play on a phone or tablet when reading a book feels too much.  

• Take it in turns to read a page - my boys like this and I ask them to follow with their finger. 

• Sometimes they just read some words - I read along and then stop to wait for them to say the 
word I have stopped at  - this is great for building their understanding, as often they can work it 
out without sounding it out.  

If you need any support with reading at home please see your child’s teacher or Miss Shardlow - she 
leads reading across the school.  

 Our standards are high :-)  

The children always notice if I have a new pair of 
heels … but at Portland we are looking to always 
ensure our standards are high - ensuring our  
children have the best education possible. This 
week I walked Portland many times and was 
blown away by the standard of teaching. Every 
moment was being utilised to ensure ALL        
children made as much progress as possible. 
From a kind word to settle a child to a             
challenging question to make them think again - 
it really did make me proud. I know that we have 
a special team here at Portland and I thank you 
for your on-going support. 

Follow us on Twitter:  

@Portland_School 

 

There is lots on of information about the     

children’s learning on here! 

http://www.portlandspenceracademy.co.uk
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