
 

Portland Remote Education and Learning Offer 

Parent information 

In response to COVID-19, we now need to be able to offer immediate remote learning should it be required.  At 

Portland, we always aim to provide the very best learning and support for children and families whether that be in 

school or remotely. The information below is a result of all stakeholder views and is based upon evidence from the 

Education Endowment Fund as well as our own school observations and data. We will continually review and 

develop our systems and procedures to allow us the best possible outcomes for both your children and your 

family.  

Our Connected Curriculum: What is being taught remotely?  

The curriculum we offer remotely will match the in-school learning your child would have received during 

this time. The half termly knowledge organiser, which is sent home in the first week of every half term 

and is also available on our website, continues to be at the centre of the knowledge your child will 

acquire.    

Children will receive two timetables on a weekly basis. These will be posted on Class Dojo every Monday 

morning.  

Timetable 1: Core learning 

 

All core learning has a pre-recorded teaching video. This is to allow the learning to be completed at a 

convenient time, allowing for shift working and shared parenting. It also allows the children to rewind 

and re-watch to support all learners. Each lesson has a task to complete which is uploaded to Class Dojo, 

so praise and feedback can be given.  

Timetable 2: Holistic learning 

Tasks on this timetable provide balance and breadth for the children. They encourage kind, creative, 

explorative learning as well as allowing them to connect with the world they live in.   

 

All lessons are posted daily on Class Dojo Class Story, with any links to videos and resources clearly 

signposted.  
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 Our remote learning offer: How we will teach your child?  

To maintain the extremely important relationships we have with our children we have designed our remote 

learning offer in the following way: 

Class Dojo 

“Good morning”  

- A morning video message from the teacher is posted every day to maintain a relationship and to 

give clarity for the tasks which need to be completed that day.  

“Storytime” 

- At the end of the school day, a story is read to the children. Reading continues to be at the centre 

of our curriculum and we encourage every child to read each day at home.  

Portfolio 

- Every child has their own section of Dojo. This is where children receive their tasks and upload 

photos and videos. The children can also complete set work directly into their portfolio. Videos to 

support this have been sent to parents; if further support is required please contact the school.   

Videos 

The content of the remote lesson is pre-recorded and a link is posted each morning to ensure the process 

is simple for the child and family. There will be combination of direct teaching by a teacher the child the 

know or specific videos created by Ofsted ratified providers (e.g. BBC bitesize / Oak Academy).  

Other programmes 

Children, dependent upon age and ability will also have access programmes we use in school.  

• Nessie – to support phonics and reading  

• TT Rockstars – x table practice 

• Reading Plus – reading comprehension  

• Hit the Button – number facts  

• Hegarty Maths – Year 5 & 6 

• Bug Club – reading  

• Number bots – maths Year 1 & 2 

Feedback 

- Work that is submitted through Class Dojo Portfolio receives a comment from an adult.  

We celebrate the efforts and where appropriate will leave feedback to help the children make 

improvements to their work, this time or in future learning.   

- Children may receive further support via a further message, a phone call, or an intervention by a 

class teacher over Zoom if necessary.  

What can parents do to support their child?  

We have designed the curriculum to be as independent as possible. However, it is clear that children will 

need support while they are at home.  

✓ Find a quiet place where the child can work comfortably.  

✓ Listen to or read to your child on a daily basis  

✓ Ensure work has been uploaded daily.  

✓ Ask for extra support if parents or child require it.  
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What support is there for children who are identified as SEND?  

Some children will be set work on their portfolio, or through a paper learning pack, which supports them to access their 

curriculum. Teachers and the SENDCO will carefully monitor the progress these children are making and will continue to review 

the children’s Steps to Success and adjust where needed. Parents are encouraged to highlight any difficulties as quickly as 

possible.   

When will parents be contacted? 

In order to support our families, we will make regular phone calls to keep in touch. This might be: a well-being check-in; to 

answer a question about the learning; to help parents and children use devices and upload work; or to simply to say “Well done!” 

As a school, we will always do our best to support our children and families these difficult times. Please be aware, these calls will 

be made directly from school or from a withheld number.  

What if you don’t have a device at home?  

If children do not have a device that they can use to support remote learning, in the first instance a paper pack is sent home. 

Where possible, devices are loaned from school. These devices are allocated on needs basis and a home school agreement is 

signed. Parents of children, without access to an individual device, should let the school know.  

 

Online safety 

When your child is being taught online, it is of paramount importance that they know how to stay safe. E-safety has been taught in 
school to all children; please take some time to discuss E-safety will your child(ren) so that they are very clear on how to remain 
safe. If you do have any concerns around E-safety, please raise these with the school, Childline, UK Safer Internet and CEOP. 

At Portland, we ensure all of our online tools and systems are in line with privacy and data protection / GDPR requirements. As a 
result: 

- All work will be presented to you via Class Dojo 

- Online messaging between parents or children and staff will be conducted through Class Dojo – no private email accounts 
will be shared 

- Phone calls from staff to parents will be conducted via school phone systems or a withheld number from a mobile phone.  

- Pre-recorded lessons will be filmed by staff members when required and these will be posted to Class Dojo for your child’s 
viewing only.  

Additional support for parents and carers to keep children safe online includes: 

- Thinkuknow – this provides advice from the National Crime Agency (NCA) on staying safe online 

- Parent info – this is a collaboration between Parentzone and the NCA providing support and guidance for parents from 
leading experts and organisations 

- Childnet – This offers a toolkit to support parents and carers of children of any age to start discussions about their online 
life, to set boundaries around online behaviour and technology use, and to find out where to get more help and support. 

- Internet Matters – This provides age specific online safety checklists, guides on how to set parental controls on a range of 
devices, and a host of practical tips to help children get the most out of their digital world.  

- London Grid for Learning – This has support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online, including tips to keep 
primary aged children safe online. 

- Net-aware – This has support for parents and carers from the NSPCC, including a guide to social networks, apps and games 

- Let’s talk about it  - This is a site to get advice for parents and carers to keep children safe from online radicalisation 

- UK Safer Internet centre – this has tips, advice, guides and other resources to help keep children safe online, including 
parental controls offered by home internet providers and safety tools on social networks and online service.  

 

https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://parentinfo.org/
https://www.childnet.com/
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.lgfl.net/online-safety/default.aspx
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.ltai.info/staying-safe-online/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/

